
peace

dignity
prosperity

The Prem Rawat Foundation
Annual  R epor t  2009



2

 

president’s message

As I look back on all that TPRF accomplished in 2009, I am honored 
to be a part of this Foundation. It is very rewarding to participate in 
an effort to address the basic needs of human beings, whether it is 
to help them have access to the essentials of life, such as food and 
water, or to be able to experience inner peace. It is a privilege to work 
with the countless volunteers from five continents, whose dedication 
and commitment are truly inspiring.

It was thrilling to attend the events in Sicily, where government 
officials of two towns honored Prem Rawat for his message of peace. 
I was captivated by the high school students in Mazara del Vallo, 
who presented their thought-provoking questions to Mr. Rawat and 
applauded his responses with such enthusiasm. 

I am also very proud of the inauguration of the second Food for People 
(FFP) facility, which is now serving over 500 hot nutritious meals each 
day to children and ailing adults in Nepal. The principal of the local 
elementary school credits FFP with a 65% rise in enrollment and 
nearly full attendance. The community sees this program as a chance 
for the children to grow up healthy, get a good education, and 
develop skills for a better future. Based on the success of the first two 
facilities, we are looking forward to opening the third Food for People 
in the near future.

These are exciting and challenging times, as we go forward into a 
new year filled with the possibility of being able to make a 
difference in so many lives. 

Linda Pascotto

Board of Directors

Linda H. Pascotto  President

Premlata Rawat Hudson  Vice President

Kenneth deLaski  Treasurer

Edward Hanzelik  Secretary

Stephen Sordoni  Director
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the founder 

Prem Rawat
known widely as Maharaji, is internationally 
recognized as an ambassador of peace and humanitarian. 

Born in India, Prem Rawat began speaking about peace at a very 
young age. As a child, he astounded and delighted audiences with his 
wisdom and ability to shed light on some of life’s deepest mysteries. 

At the age of thirteen, he was invited to speak in London and 
Los Angeles, and for more than four decades has traveled the 
world nearly nonstop, delivering his message before thousands of 
audiences both large and small.

Mr. Rawat’s message is simple and profound. At the United Nations 
Conference Centre in Bangkok, he stated, “Peace needs to be in 
everyone’s life. The peace we are looking for is within. It is in the 
heart, waiting to be felt. It is not the world that needs peace; it is 
people. When people in the world are at peace within, the world will 
be at peace.”  

This message, which is not affiliated with any particular philosophy, 
religion, or spiritual path, has resonated deeply in the hearts of 
millions of people, giving them a fresh perspective and renewed 
inspiration. People everywhere—old and young, educated and 
uneducated, rich and poor—have reported benefiting from Prem 
Rawat’s message that the peace and contentment they are seeking 
can be found within.
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a simple message

peace is possible In 2009, Prem Rawat brought his message of peace to 22 
countries, addressing over 1.4 million people in 60 cities. 

Everywhere he went, he spoke with great passion and 
conviction, reminding people that the key to peace, both 

personal and global, resides within each human being. 
TPRF sponsored several events where Prem Rawat was 
honored by civic leaders for his role in helping to make
 the possibility of peace a practical reality for so many.
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On May 23rd, in response to an invitation from the Mayor 
of Tainan, the oldest city in Taiwan, Prem Rawat addressed 
over 800 people who had gathered to listen to his message 
and honor his efforts for peace.

Welcoming him to the podium, Mayor Tien Hsu began 
the event with these compelling words: “Today, the Peace 
Ambassador has finally arrived in Tainan City, and we 
have to collaborate with him to contribute to peace and 
harmony in this world.”

Prem Rawat responded by asking the audience to think 
about what peace really means. 

“There are 6.7 billion people on the face of this earth,” he 
said. “What do these 6.7 billion people want? Definitions 
of peace? No. There is one reality of peace that we all have 
in common and that has never changed—the desire for 
peace that resides in the heart of every human being.” 

On behalf of the citizens of Tainan, Mayor Tien Hsu 
concluded the event by awarding Prem Rawat the Golden 
Key to the city, as well as an emblem of the Sword Lion, a 
symbol of the cultural capital of Taiwan.

Before the formal proceedings, Prem Rawat joined the 
Mayor and other local officials for a traditional Chinese tea 
ceremony and discussion about the efforts required to 
bring peace to the world’s 6.7 billion citizens.  

Early in 2009, Prem Rawat was invited to speak to the 
townspeople of two Sicilian cities, Agrigento and Mazara 
del Vallo. 

In Agrigento, the Mayor invited him to light the Torch 
of Friendship and Brotherhood at the opening of their 
annual Almond Blossom Festival. Later, Mr. Rawat spoke at 
the Pirandello Theatre, where he was made an honorary 
citizen and presented with an award of recognition by the 
President of the Members of the Sicilian Parliament. 

The audience was filled with local dignitaries and 
townspeople who had come to hear about the possibility 
of peace for all. 

“Peace is important,” Prem Rawat explained. “This is not a 
new quest. I’m sure that as past armies marched across 
nations with ideas of conquering, there were always voices 
begging for peace. Today, we are here to make a voice for 
that peace.”

The following day, Prem Rawat was greeted enthusiastically 
in Mazara del Vallo. First, he attended a ceremony at 
City Hall, where Mayor Giorgio Macaddino made him an 
honorary citizen. 

Mr. Rawat spoke at another special event organized in his 
honor called: “Peace: A Right for Every Man, Heritage of 
Humanity.” He addressed a standing-room-only audience at 
the Rivoli Theatre, including many interested members of 
the Sicilian press.

On July 3, in response to an invitation from the President of 
the Basilicata Region of Italy and other government leaders, 
Prem Rawat traveled to Potenza, Italy, to give the keynote 
address at an event called “Peace: Human Heritage.” 

The event opened with an exquisite piano and flute 
concerto performed by two graduates of the Conservatorio 
Di Musica, which was the venue for the occasion. 

The opening music, followed by an enthusiastic introduction 
from Emilio Colombo, former Prime Minister of Italy and 
President of the European Union, set a tone of attentive 
listening and receptivity. 

“It is time to come together,” Prem Rawat declared. “If you 
want to have fun, if you want to do something really cool, as 
the kids say, then help bring peace to this earth.”

The event was broadcast live via RAI and two Sicilian 
stations. The following day, it was broadcast over the Web to 
a worldwide audience. 

Toward the end of the evening, local dignitaries, with great 
respect, bestowed upon Prem Rawat the official title of  
Basilicata’s “Ambassadore di Paz,” Ambassador of Peace. 

tainan   what does peace really mean?sicily   a voice for peace potenza  the ambassador of peace
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The landfill district of Steung Meanchey, located on 
the outskirts of Phnom Penh, is one of the most toxic 
garbage dumps in Southeast Asia. The children living 
in the area spend their days scavenging for food and 
recyclables. Child mortality rate is 20%. 

In an ongoing effort to remedy the situation, TPRF 
awarded a second grant to the Cambodian Children’s 
Fund (CCF), bringing its total contribution to $60,000.

The 2009 grant supported CCF’s programs that benefit 
nearly 6,000 people per month. Their broad outreach 
programs include: nutritious meals at the Community 
Child Care and the Community Center Nursery; bread 
and rice distribution to the community; subsidized rice 
sales; nutritious subsidized meals at the Community 
Café; and nutritional programs at four education centers.

In 2007, the Health Ministry of India estimated that 1.1% 
of the population suffered from blindness, 80% of which 
was preventable. Yet millions have been unable to 
receive the care needed to preserve their eyesight. 

In 2009, TPRF awarded a $25,000 grant to Premsagar 
Foundation to sponsor eye clinics for more than 
13,500 visually impaired people in seven Indian cities. 
Approximately 10,500 people received eye drops; 10,000 
received prescription glasses; and another 1,700 were 
diagnosed with cataracts and referred to local health 
care providers. All services were free of charge.

TPRF has been sponsoring eye clinics in India since 
2003. To date, more than 42,000 people have been 
treated in 22 clinics. Ophthalmologists and other 
medical professionals donate their time and expertise, 
while hundreds of volunteers administer the clinics. 

Feedback from people receiving eye care services 
continues to be very positive. Time and again, they 
express their appreciation, not only for the eye care, but 
for how respectfully they were treated.

soweto: south africa phnom penh: cambodia eye care: india

For most children, school lunches are part of their daily 
routine, but not at the Emndeni High School in Soweto, 
South Africa. Located in an impoverished settlement 
area, the school had no cooking equipment, no one to 
cook, and no hope of the situation improving. 

All of this changed in 2009 with a $30,000 grant from 
TPRF to the African Children’s Feeding Scheme (ACFS), 
ensuring that 500 children—whose families were too 
poor to send them to school with breakfast or lunch—
would receive nutritious meals at school.

The results have been inspiring. In addition to a marked 
improvement in the students’ health and wellbeing, 
both school attendance and academic performance 
have improved. 

To ensure the sustainability of the program, ACFS 
conducts regular home visits and involves parents in 
their efforts. 
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humanitarian aid

In 2009, TPRF awarded its second grant to support 
St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital (SJJEH), the only 
charitable pediatric ophthalmic provider in the West 
Bank, Gaza Strip, and East Jerusalem. Eye care was 
provided to 30,000 at-risk children. 

More than 50% of people living in this region are under 
the age of 18 and live below the poverty level. Ongoing 
political unrest has made the delivery of humanitarian 
services extremely challenging. Understandably, Gaza 
residents’ view of the future has not been a positive 
one—compounded by the very real fact that blindness 
there is 10 times more prevalent than in the West. 

Open to people of all religions and ethnicities, SJJEH 
includes two hospitals, two clinics, and two mobile 
outreach clinics. The hospital’s broad outreach efforts 
are especially significant in these areas where travel 
is difficult.

eye care: middle east

a growing appetite for life
Pov Som Heng, born two months premature in Phnom Penh, weighed in at a dangerously 
low 1.75 pounds. Chances of his survival were slim. His father scavenged garbage for a living. 
His mother did not have enough milk to feed him and had little understanding of the special 
care he needed. 

Then Cambodian Children’s Fund (CCF) heard about the situation and began providing 
services, including in-home nursing visits and a steady supply of high-protein formula and 
other supplements.

Pov was one of the first children to attend CCF’s Community Center Nursery. His mother 
visits daily and continues receiving guidance from the staff on how to best care for her son’s 
needs at home. 

Several months later, Pov weighed in at over 15 pounds. Each day he grows bigger, brighter, 
and more curious—lighting up the nursery with his smile. He may be small, but his appetite 
for life is huge—entertaining the staff daily with his uncanny ability to get total strangers to 
pick him up and tour the facility, where he delights everyone with his friendly smiles. 
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food for people

Inspired by visiting with local children while he was 
on tour in the Bantoli area of India, Prem Rawat 
conceived of the Food for People (FFP) program for 
helping communities emerge from the relentless 
downward cycle of poverty. What is the FFP model? In 
an impoverished region, partner with local communities 
to provide hot, nutritious meals to the children; offer 
hygiene education; get the children back to school; and 
then watch people’s reignited zest for life take care of 
the rest. 

The first Food for People facility opened near Bantoli 
in 2006 with an impeccably clean 10,000-square-foot 
facility, equipped with a large kitchen, separate storage 
and food preparation rooms, a spacious dining area, 
and modern sanitation services. In the dining room, 
educational programs on a large-screen television 
expose children to the larger world they never could 
have imagined.

The program has had a marked impact on the 
community. As the new generation is healthier and 
becomes better educated, people in this tribal area are 
now beginning to look toward a brighter future.

Word of the success of Food for People in India soon 
reached Nepal. For years, the people of Dhading District 
had been unable to support themselves because of 
poor agricultural conditions. School attendance was low 
because families had to move around to find additional 
work, and children needed to help out. After visiting 
the Bantoli facility, village leaders requested a similar 
program for their area.  

In 2009, a Food for People facility opened in the village 
of Tsarpu, serving several nearby communities, and the 
results have already been extraordinary. Each day, FFP 
serves a hot meal, made from traditional local recipes, to 
500 schoolchildren. If children eat at FFP, they commit 
to attending school. Some villagers help with food 
preparation. Some grow crops and learn new methods 
to ensure more bountiful harvests. Others participate 
in the maintenence of the facility—earning the income 
they need to support their families. Everyone wins.
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The 70% school dropout rate 
decreased to less than 5%, 
and performance on school 
tests soared.

Illness dramatically declined. 
The local school has now 
decided to offer secondary 
school education.

Families maximized their resources. Two years ago, 
for example, a bag of rice was enough for only one month. 
Now, with children getting daily meals at FFP, a bag 
lasts for three months.

“My husband and I used to break stones into chips on the riverbank for a living. 
 We had to lift a huge iron hammer to hit the stone. Sometimes, we could hardly lift it. 
 In time, we became homeless and helpless. Now with the support of the Foundation, 
 we get the food we need to live and the strength to work.” 

 – Mrs. Beli Aalemagar, 45, Nepal 
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financials

The Prem Rawat Foundation was created in 2001 and is a 
California not-for-profit public benefit corporation with a tax 
exempt 501(c)(3) status granted by the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service. 

The accompanying Statements of Activities and Annual 
Measure of Financial Activity were prepared using generally 
accepted accounting principles. Audited financial statements 
and more detailed information are available at: www.tprf.org. 
Tax returns may be viewed online at: www.guidestar.org.

 2009 2008 2007

 Total Revenues  Total Expenses Net Assets

 Annual Measure of Financial Activity
    $ 4,000,000

     3,000,000

     2,000,000

     1,000,000

“I felt very proud to be even 
a small part of this effort.”

– Giuseppe Buffa, Italy

Revenue  2009 
 Interest & Dividends 1%

 Sale of Materials 1%

Contributions
73%

Event
Contributions
25%

Expenses  2009
  

 Management & General 6 %

 Fundraising 6%

Message 
of Peace
48%

Public 
Events

12%

Humanitarian
Aid
28%

TPRF Financial Statements    2009

Statement of Activites*

     Dec. 31, 2009 Dec. 31, 2008 Dec. 31, 2007
Revenues and Other Support
 Contributions and Grants  $ 1,819,227  $ 1,669,715  $ 1,540,978

 Fundraising Events  169,795  150,379  761,883

 Public Events  457,354  811,435  -

 Sales Revenues  22,165  102,753  112,487

 Interest and Dividend Income 12,140  18,705  26,398

   Total Revenues  2,480,681 2,752,987 2,441,746

Expenses
 Program Services

  Message of Peace  1,215,398  1,196,757  904,881

  Public Event Costs  296,174  873,735  -

  Humanitarian Grants and Aid 704,063  851,175  969,571

  Total Program Services  2,215,635  2,921,667  1,874,452

 Support Services

  Management and General 157,087  148,816  167,004

  Fundraising  146,608  178,053  202,206

  Total Support Services  303,695  326,869  369,210

   Total Expenses  2,519,330  3,248,536  2,243,662

Increase in Net Assets  (38,649)  (495,549)  198,084
Net Assets, start of the Year 1,078,208  1,573,757  1,375,673
Net assets, end of the Year  $ 1,039,559 $ 1,078,208  $ 1,573,757

 * Statements from Audited Reports
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fundraising

“Everybody who participated won because of the fun 
we had putting our small contributions together.” 
        - Javier Galvez Lopez, Spain

In the fall of 2009, TPRF made its debut in the 
world of social media by entering America’s Giving 
Challenge—a 30-day online contest hosted on 
Facebook and sponsored by Causes, the Case 
Foundation, and Parade magazine. Awards were 
based on the number of donors, each day and 
throughout the contest. Although TPRF entered 
halfway into the contest, it won the second prize, 
raising over $225,000 for its Food for People Cause.

To everyone’s surprise, the momentum continued 
to pick up speed after the contest was over, with 
an average of 1,000 new members joining every 
day, many of whom are new to the work of TPRF. 

In 2009, other fundraising efforts for TPRF were 
spearheaded worldwide by enthusiastic volunteers. 
Their initiatives included golf tournaments, picnics, 
music festivals, and community dinners. 

Six individually-sponsored golf tournaments raised 
more than $170,000 altogether and increased 
awareness of the work being done by TPRF. Dinners, 
auctions, picnics, and eclectic music festivals—like the 
one in Asheville, NC, that featured a local orchestra, 
bluegrass band, and a Celtic violinist—helped support 
many TPRF projects and, according to volunteers, put 
the “fun” into fundraising.



The Prem Rawat Foundation 
strives to address fundamental human needs so that people 

everywhere can live their lives with dignity, peace, and prosperity.

Founded in 2001, The Prem Rawat Foundation (TPRF) works to extend the outreach of Prem Rawat’s message of 

peace throughout the world and to provide essential aid to people in urgent need of life-sustaining resources like 

food and water. 

Prem Rawat has traveled internationally for more than forty years from large cities to remote villages, speaking to 

audiences of all sizes. In his words, “My work is to reach out to people and introduce them to a possibility of peace 

that lies within each one of them, with the hope that finding that peace will provide them with a more complete 

and balanced life.”  The Foundation sponsors some of Prem Rawat’s speaking events and helps to provide video, 

audio, and printed materials to make his message of peace available worldwide.

 

TPRF also provides essential aid such as nutritious food, clean water, and eye care to people who need help to 

emerge from the downward cycle of poverty or who have been affected by natural disasters. As Prem Rawat 

stated during one of his speaking engagements, “Our objective is to help people through the rough times without 

interfering with the beautiful things that exist in their culture, their beliefs, or their religion. When we offer a hand 

of help, it is on equal ground with respect for each person as a human being.” 

The Prem Rawat Foundation  PO Box 24-1498    Los Angeles, CA  90024   USA   Tel: 1-310-392-5700   www.tprf.org
Photos courtesy of:  Cover- Cambodian Children’s Fund; pp. 3, 4 & 5- M. Kulyk; p. 6- (L to R) African Children’s Feeding Scheme, 3 from the Cambodian Children’s Fund, Premsagar Foundation; 
p. 7- St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital; p. 8- Premsagar Foundation; p. 9 (L to R)- C. Allan, Premsagar Foundation, C. Allan, Premsagar Foundation Nepal;  p. 11 (Lower left to upper right)- 
Premsagar Foundation Nepal, K. Sundby, R. Clearfield, K. Sundby, H. Draaka.  Copyright:  © The Prem Rawat Foundation.  All rights reserved.




